Apistogramma ortegai, new species, is described from small streams tributaries of the Ampiyacu River near Pebas, in eastern Peru. It belongs to the Apistogramma regani species group and is distinguished from all other species of Apistogramma by the combination of contiguous caudal spot to bar 7, presence of abdominal stripes, short dorsal-fin lappets in both sexes, absence of vertical stripes on the caudal fin, and reduced number of predorsal and prepelvic scales.
Introduction
The South American cichlid genus Apistogramma Regan (1913) comprises 84 valid species (Schindler & Staeck, 2013) distributed in the basins of the Amazon, Orinoco, Paraguay, lower Paraná and Uruguay, and coastal rivers of the Guianas (Kullander, 2003) . Kullander (1980) characterized the genus based on the combination of gill-rakers on the sides of the lower pharyngeal tooth-plate; a compressed lobe on the first epibranchial bone bearing gillrakers on the margin; three, rarely four anal-fin spines and 14-18 dorsal-fin spines. All species are of small size, the largest species not exceeding 60 mm in body length. They are sex dimorphic. Males grow larger than females and often have relatively larger fins, prolonged rays in the dorsal and caudal fins, and a filamentous extension of the first pelvic-fin ray, while sexually active females have species specific patterns consisting of black blotches and stripes against intense yellow background.
Eighteen valid species of Apistogramma have been described on the basis of material from the Peruvian Amazon basin, viz., A. allpahuayo Römer, Beninde, Duponchelle, Díaz, Ortega, Hahn, Soares, Cachay, Dávila, Cornejo & Renno, 2012 (Nanay River); A. atahualpa Römer, 1997 
